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ABSTRACT -
| This paper describes hov the aunthor has used
children's stories, published in the People's Republic of China, to
explore the ethnocentrizm in American academic social psychology. The
starias are reaa to stuéants in the authgr's ﬂnae:graﬂnata classes in

Camgarlsans are made ﬁlth staries ccnnanl; available to chilﬂréﬁ in
this country. Major emphases in the -stories from China include: (1)
an emphasis upon helpfulness and cooperation in the pursuit of group
goals; (2) a minimizing of .roles defined by sex, age, or social
prestige; (3) tke early introduction of children into- -adolt roles;
(4) error seen as ignorance, calling for. :eeiucntian rather than
punishment; (5) care of personal and group belongings. The frequency-
of these themes is contrasted with their appearsance in American
children's literature. Attention is: :then directed to the cultural’

-~ differences which have been noted, as these relate 'to emphases within
areas of interest common to American social psychalagist:. .Tc date .
attention has included the varigus psychological needs. identified by
Henry Murray, with part.i:nlar attention to the achievement motive.
Maslov's need hierarchy is reexamined in terms. of the orientation of
the Chinese stories, and a similar reexamination is made of
Kohlberg's stages of lara;_dE'El@PﬂEEtg {Author)
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Teaching the Cultural Biases of Social Psychology Davidd )

i _ _ .
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This paper describes how the author has used children's stories published
in the People's Republic of China, to explore the ethnocentrism in American
academic social psychology.

The stories are read to studegﬁs'in the author's undergraduate classes in

social psychology, who then discuss the themes of the stories. ﬁa&éarisaﬁs are
made with stories commonly available to childfén in this Eauﬁtfy; Ma jor emphases
in the stories from China include: (l)tag emphasis upon helpfulness anavEO@PEfaEiBﬂ
in the pursuit of group goals; (2) a minimizing of rcles defined by sex, age, or
social prestige; (3) the‘eaflyvintréauctian of children into adult %ales; )
error seen as ignorance, calling for reeducation rather than punishment; (5)
care of personal and -group bélcngingsi

The f%equeagy of these themes is contrasted wich their appeararnce in American
children's literature. Attention is then directed to the cultural differences

"which have been noted, as these relate to emphases within areas of interest common

to American social psychologists. To date attention has included the various

: , _ . _
paychological needs identified by Henry Murray, with particular attention on the
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achiévement motive. Maslow's need hierarchy is feexamined in terms of the
orientation of the Chinese stories, and a similar reexamination is made of Kohlberg's

‘stagés of moral development. i . . X
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Teaching the Cultural Biases of Social Psychology (1
David L, Cole

Occidental College

Over an eighteen year span of teaching social psychology, the au;hcr has become
increasingly concerned with the degree to whizhlwhat is often taught in that course
reflects a iuituraify biased pgsiélgn, a bias wﬁigh can easily go unnoticed by text .
author, instructér and students allke. Trends of Eﬁe past decade which have seen an
increasing Third Har?d consciousness, as well as increased awareness among women
stuéenﬁs of the séciéi status of their sex, have added to ﬁy contern that the blases
which | bel ieve are so often implicit in the subject matter of social psycholagy be
bragght to the student's attention. -

During the past year, as a result of research by my wife and I, a medium has been
found, which in two runs to date, have proven very usefu? in pursulng the gaals just
described. Over recent years, the Foreign Language Pre*s, in Peking, has Leen
expoerting Increasing numbers of children's storles Trﬂm the People’s Republlc of
China. Traditionally, Chinese children's:literature haé been strongly dadaat!c,

_ \
and the présent stories are no exﬁapﬁicn_ Products of alcantrai!ed prgss, they
represent the "'ideal saziety“_tg tha child in a very Eﬂﬂ%rete and forceful manner.
We have compieted a survey of the themes found in b4 of these stories. It is the
characteristics of these themes which provide the main basis FDE discussing the
ethngcentricity of some aspents of social! psychology.

Using childfen‘s literature for getting at the values and central ideals of a
:ulture is nut a new idea of course, and so the topic can be apprnached through an
existing research history, such as the work of McCielland and Q@%EFS on achievement
motivation. Having demnnstrated_the_use of stories In past researﬁh, I then turn to
a description of the dominant themes found in the current Chinese literature. Mork

.

is available to support the contention that the literature exported to this country is

) Paper presented at Amerlcan Psychaidgiéal‘ﬂssaciatian, Hashfﬁgtan b.C. Sept. 6, 1976.
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2
indeed representative of that found En;ide ;he PRC, that the themes differ in ;gntent
from those found in néniEammunlsz Chinese aréas such as Taiwan, and that the themes
found in.the literature from the PRC are strongly and explicitly Maoist In emphasis. :

| - With this background, and reading several of the stories to iTlustrate my peints,, f
| note that the dominant themes in these stories are as follows: ‘g{
Y(E) Helpfulness and cooperation In pursuit of grgué goals. Striving for §ndlv§§uai
success does not appear in the stories. Personal galn and personal comfort are spu;ﬁed
in seeking the common good. Inclusion within the group Eé taken for graﬂtédg
(2) Minimizing of roles defined by sex, age, or social prestige. Hamén are as
likely to be the central fligure as men. Aii virtues are sharedvgquaiiy by the sexes,
There és no job or social role differenciation between the sexes. AQEﬁrelatéd roles
are not séresseﬁ; Parental roles are minimizad;; While there is much evidence of
adult concern for children, it=§sxé concern shared by the entire community, and not
centered In fherparents! Persons gain prestige by their acts contributing to goal
of the group, not by occupation, educgt?an, or individual achievement.
(3)  Early introduction of the child into édu]t roles. Duty comes before piﬁasufes
Play has very little place. Children Ffeﬁueﬁtly_da adult jobsAand share the same goals

as adults, Goal attalnment brings iavish;praiséi but not material reward, The
S N .

hﬁgﬁest‘Eraise is for haw?hg proven oneself true to the ideals of the revolution and
thus come to stand as an inspiratlion for others who will follow. i

(b) Error seen as ignorance rather than either séupid{ty or any flaw of personality. E
When figures in the stories do err, It is in the form of Fafling to see the imﬁ]isatlané
‘QF thelr actions for the attéinment of group goals. This failing calls for reeducation,
not punishment. No one is ever ridiculed or threatened with exclusion.

(5) Care of persenal and group possaséians; A?th@ugh_écquisﬁtiven35£ Is never
grgsgﬁted as an Iideal, taking caré of what one cwns or what the Qraup owns Is a
recurrent concern. Conspicuous consumption is conspicuously abseﬁt and psychological

ohsolescence unheard of.
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3

PrasentatiGh of these themgs Egevitabig br?nés from the students recollections
of themes from their own favorite childhood stories. A ftequaﬂtiy cited source is
the Little Golden Books, and | Eave made a supply of thesg_avéiiablé to the students.
Many students immediately find old friends among these stories. The stories are
ﬂﬁtgﬁafthy'fn their contrast with the themes just described: (1) fndi?iﬂuai goal
zeeking and achievement are FFEﬁueﬁﬁ‘nyt£§SSEd; (2) sex, age, and status roles are
‘ﬂftEﬁ qufte marked; (3) childhood Is thén’partrayed aé a carefree period, free from
adult responsibilities; (k) naughtiness is sometimes taken for grangéd:aﬁd laziness
and carelessness are frequently portrayed énd punished; (5) little atﬁéﬁtiﬁh is
given to care of material objects. Themes in the American stﬁries which had passed
by unn@%i;ed stand out sharply when the stories are read in the context provided

by expozure to the stories from China.

it is unusually eagy for the EE;;ents to see similarities between the themes

- of the American stories and their own value systems, and the contrast bgtwééﬂ -
these and the ideals held out in the Chinese Staries; When Eﬁat has beeﬁ ash!éved,
emphaé?s shifts to scme of the theories and research'eiphases'?n American social |
psychology. 'Tn date, three avenues Eavg been frultful areas for discussion.

First, we have surveyed several of the most frequentiy réséar;hgd heeds In the
list first compiled by Henry Hurray. We look at the meaning‘ascribeé té'thesei
individual ﬁeéds, and consider how ﬁheé.are presented in the Chinese ;hj!dren‘s
:iiteraturéi Need achievement is a particularly useful example, in pért because
of the great gmaﬁﬂt of rescarch ﬁhiéh has Eeeﬁ done on the.;oncept,_in ﬁaﬁt because
It fs very meaningful to the students, and in part because that bédy of research
i:insiqﬁgs themes frgm étarfas and myths. It quickfy becomes apparent that while
Vhfﬁére Is something akin to achievement striving on the part of the heros of the
ﬂhiﬂesa;staries; it must be sigﬁifieaﬁtly EedgFiﬁgd, Gone is'tﬁe emphasfs’ﬂn
fndividual achlevement, !ﬁsteaﬁi one extends aneSEi? to achieve thg'gaéls'estabﬁ

lished by the group. That which would extend or gxpénd the role of personal gain
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is non-existant. Reward comes ounly in the form of group apprﬂvali

Y

Similar transformations are needed for pFaﬂti;aily every one.of the needs on
Muirray's list. Some needs never Find any duract expression as felt reads in the

-Chinese stories because their fulfillment is as automatic as breathing. Need

i . .

affiliation and ﬁeed dependence are two, and their automatic satisfaction provides
a good take-off point for discussing concern over these in our own soclety and wﬁy
Ehgyzhavé”5ﬁ5§3quentiy become of interest to psychologlists.
'AisEEQﬁd Tine of ;empé}isan has been to turn to Maslow's need hierarchy? and
particulariy, to consider what'"sé!f-aﬁtualizatian" might mean In today's Chinese
! society. Again, it becomes clear that one must be Eigh?y selective In picking:eﬁiy
pérticu]ar parts of Maslow's concept, and other aspé;ts must be either minimized or
ignored. One achieves fulfillment in the ideal world of the Chinese children's
story only byiserving the common gead, ané perhaps coming to symbolize seif sacrifice
té the group. ' |
A thfrd area explored to date is iIn connect ion with Kohlberg's theories of stages
of moral development. Here, of course, the emphasis must shift, for ;he issue Is not
;whéther the Ehinasé a;e capable of giVEﬁ 13@315 of marai abstréﬂtian ‘but rather whether
thenr exlsting values systnm would. see the “"higher" stages dgs:ribed by KahleFg as
really desnrablei It is clear that there is a strcng moralistic strain running through
fhe Chinese.staﬁiés, indeed much more so than in the Amerlican stcriesi but it is
very doubtful és to whether this moral emphasis allows a "higher' morality than
that represented by the teachings of Chairman Mao.
The aim of my approach is to raise questiaﬁs'as>tn the extent to which values. .
derived gutside of science implicitly and exp?i:itiy direct the doiny of science.
With the issue apngachgd through exposure to the Chinese children's stariea, it is
pass?ble to pick up on many areas of social psychology where the issua may be raised.
Tﬁe authoritarian persanai(tyvis-a particularly obvious éne, buf sﬁail group '
research, the debates over leadership étyles; and the empﬁasis In attlitude change
;f : : N 6
[:R\j: 3 . _ N _

wll Toxt Provided by ERIC




stgdiéstamang éthers, allow similar ana]yéis!

Whan | began teaching social psychology many yeafs agg; the message | tried to |
give:tazétudents'wag,very clear: psyéhciagybis a science. Tﬁe best scientific:
méthadalagies aFeVESperimentalf The lab is the best place to do gxper!meﬁts.

Truth will be faund in that way, and transported toc those needing tfuth ) Hast nF
that arrogance has faded. | still try to convey the concern for a sense of evidence.
| still present psychology as a field constantly posing the question of how we
decide that samething;is a "fact' about human social behavior. But ! hayg temperad
my appréaeh_ ! now try to present social psychology as a pr@duet Ef its time, and

of tﬁe people whaleﬁgage in it. | discuss how the scars af antlsemitism Enfluenced
Freud's interpretation of humankind, and hnw at a later- date the sama scars led to
some assumptions in the studies of authoritarianism. | stress how a male dominated
-saﬁieéy created é male dominated science, which selected male aFignted interest
“lfapizsi LAnd I suggest that the values andvpgtgntlalftfes which theorists have placed

at the spex of their concepts of human kind:afe themselves value judgments derived

from a spherg wider than psychology. 'In this last effort, the analyses §f‘thé3f

children's stories has been particularly useFul.

o

He, of suurse, ‘do not contend that the shlldren s stories pcrtray life as it ls,

but Father the ideal of whick It ought to be, as seen from one perspe:tive. Psy:hnle- a

- gists, by contrast, Frequenﬁly seek to 'tell It like it is," or at least, as they
;pgrce!ve it. But in discussing human pﬂtentlai, psyahglaglsts have not been loath
'ta describe an Ideal, indeed an ideal -ostensibly unzuvered by "science." But it 35
'nﬂt the ideal portrayed In the Chinesg ehlldren s literature. And the enntrast>is
not hard for the students to ;ee. 7

The issue Is nnt whether saﬂial psychalagy Is a science. but whether sclence is
ﬁgltura free. The issue is prabably nat a]thﬁugh this is less clear, whether the -

‘ahearists and resear:hers ;ited recognized the cultural 1imits aF their :aﬁzlusigns;

but First whethgr these are regularly made clear to the students, and second, whether .
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a culturai alternative is clear enough te the students so that they can really see’

the relativity involved. Agaln, the Chinese stories have provided an effective
portrayal of .such an alternative.

A major question however, is whether the conclusions of social psychologists
stem from empirical data or from culturally determined preconceptions which subtly
direct problem selection,

research strategies, and so, conclusions. This Is the

toughest one of all, and one | hope to leave the students pondering at the end of

the course,
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